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Welcome to Curitiba!

AOSLA–PART OF THE GLOBAL SPINE COMMUNITY

Dear colleagues,

As a chairperson of the AOSpine Symposium: Advances in Tumor Spine 

Surgery along with Luiz Vialle, we are pleased to welcome you in Curitiba to 

share with us this fantastic educational activity.

This Symposium has many characteristics that make it unique and very 

attractive. During the next three days we will discuss a topic that requires a 

constant actualization due to its incidence and complexity, consequently, the 

main purpose is to get to know different ideas and incorporate new concepts 

to treat our patients. Therefore we count with an exceptional Experts group 

from North America and Europe, well-known as reference on tumor pathology 

management.

The contents of the first day will be live pig surgery and surgical technical 

details. On Saturday and Sunday we will have lectures and case based 

presentation to optimize our knowledge. By the end of this Symposium we 

will definitely stimulated our will to learn and investigate.

We would like to remind you that we will be on a very friendly atmosphere, so 

fell confortable to participate.

Enjoy the Symposium!

Best regards, 

Marcelo Gruenberg
Symposium Chairperson

Luiz Vialle
Symposium Chairperson
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Our purpose and responsibility 

is to shape our members  

skills and understanding of 

spine principles; to establish 

new values and incentives  

for the creation of knowledge, 

the sharing of wisdom, and 

the development of new tools 

and techniques that improve 

patient care, patient outcomes, 

and the cost effectiveness  

of spine surgery.

Excellence in Spine
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• Overview on the diagnosis of primary and metastatic spine 

tumor, discussing the most common pitfalls, classification, 

scoring system and prognosis.

• Provide update on new treatment modalities, its 

advantages and limitations.

• Critical discussion on tumor ressection techniques, using 

lectures, videos, live surgery and interactive case based 

discussion.

• Determine points of consensus to be followed, and 

controversies to be further discussed using the case base 

platform on the aospine website.

• Complete revision of Spine tumors 

• Introduction to new concepts: classification and instability 

in tumors

• Live surgery demonstration: “en bloc” resection

Learning outcomes

Highlights

Faculty

Chairperson

Marcelo Gruenberg – Buenos Aires, Argentina
Hospital Italiano
mgruenberg@arnet.com.ar

Luiz Vialle – Curitiba, Brazil
Universidade Católica
vialle@uol.com

Educational Director

Emiliano Vialle – Curitiba, Brazil
Universidade Católica
evialle@hotmail.com

Laurence Rhines – Houston, USA
M. D. Anderson Cancer Center
lrhines@mdanderson.org

Faculty

Charles Fisher – Vancouver, Canada
University of British Columbia
charles.fisher@vch.ca

Michael Fehlings – Toronto, Canada
University of Toronto
michael.fehlings@uhn.on.ca

Stefano Boriani – Bologna, Italy
Rizzoli Institute
sboriani@aospine.org

Zyia Gokaslan – Beltimore, USA
Johns Hopkins University
zgokasl1@jhmi.edu

Carlos Solá – Buenos Aires, Argentina
Hospital Italiano
carlos.sola@hospitalitaliano.org.ar

William Teixeira – São Paulo, Brazil 
Instituto do Câncer do Estado de São Paulo (ICESP)
williamgjteixeira@gmail.com
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Event venue

Friday

Universidade Católica do Paraná – PUC

John Henry Newman Auditorium

Rua Imaculada Conceição, 1155

Saturday & Sunday

Hotel Pestana Curitiba

Rua Comendador Araújo, 499 - Batel

Curitiba, Brasil

T/F + 55 41 3017 9900

www.pestanacuritiba.com.br

Course Venue

On Friday 22nd, the symposium will be at PUC University–at 

the John Henry Newman auditorium.

On Saturday 23rd and Sunday24th, the conferences will be 

at the auditorium David Carneiro–at the Pestana Hotel.

Lunch

The lunch on October 23rd will be at the rooms POTY 1 and 

2, and HELENA at the Pestana Hotel (3rd floor).

Included in course fee

Conference bag with documentation, coffee breaks, Saturday 

lunch, course certificate, course materials, transportation 

hotel–course venue–hotel (Friday).

Badge usage

Badge usage is mandatory for participants’ identification. 

It is not allowed the circulation of participants without 

identification at the course area. 

Certificates

AOSpine will issue a certificate to those with 100% of 

attendance. The certificates will be handled at the end of 

the course.

No insurance

The course organization does not take out insurance to 

cover participants against cancellation of course, accidents, 

or other risks.

Dress code

Casual

Course language

Portuguese, English

Mobile phone use

Mobile phone use is not allowed in the lecture halls. Please 

be considerate of other by turning your mobile phone to 

off. If necessary, please leave it at Course information desk 

where message will be taken. 

Intellectual property

Course material, presentation, and case studies are the 

intellectual property of the course faculty. Recording, 

photographing or copying of lectures, practical exercises, or 

any course materials is absolutely forbidden. © Copyright 

2009 by AOSpine International, all rights reserved. Check 

hazards and legal restrictions on www.aospine.org/legal

AOSpine Latin America Office

Av. Silva Jardim 2042, Cj 1505

80250-200 Curitiba, Brasil

T+ 55 41 3016-4491

F+ 55 41 3016-4491

aosla@aospine.org

www.aospine.org

Luana G. Torres

Education Project Manager – AOSpine Latin America

M+ 55 41 9630 5395

ltorres@aospine.org

Course information

Course organization

Course logistics
Transportation

Transport Hotel / University / Hotel on Friday is included.

*Please be punctual. The buses will leave on time.

**Transport from and to the airport is not included.

   Please arrange it at the hotel's front desk.

Departure from
Hotel Pestana 13h00  |  01:00 pm

19h00  |  07:00 pm

Friday 22nd–to PUC University

Return to
Hotel Pestana
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Day 1 – Friday, October 22, 2010

TIME AGENDA WHO

14:00–14:05 Course introduction M Gruenberg

14:05–14:15 AOSpine Knowledge Forums: the future for clinical advancements L Vialle

14:15–14:30 The Search for EVIDENCE? C Fisher

Session I: Anterior Column Reconstruction – Case discussion                                                                Moderator M Gruenberg

14:30–15:15 Panel S Boriani; M Fehlings; C Sola

15:15–15:25 What is the best evidence C Fisher

Session II: Adjuvant Therapy                                                                                                                  Moderator S Boriani

15:25–15:37 Spinal stereotactic radiosurgery L Rhines

15:37–15:49 When I use embolization S Boriani

15:49–16:14 Two controversial short cases for open discussion M Gruenberg; E Vialle

16:14–16:24 What is the best evidence M Fehlings

16:24–16:54 Coffee Break

Session III : Approach decision for transition zones                                                                                Moderator M Fehlings

16:54–17:09 Cervicothoracic junction M Fehlings

17:09–17:24 Lumbosacral and thoracolumbar junction C Fisher

17:24–17:34 Questions and Discussion

Session IV: Surgical Technique: en bloc resection (in vivo pig surgery)                                                  Moderator L Vialle

17:34–18:04 Workshop (live surgery)
 Live Surgery Thoracic Z Gokaslan; E Vialle

18:04–18:19 Questions and Surgery review Z Gokaslan; L Rhines

18:19–18:49 Workshop (live surgery)
 Live Surgery Lumbar Z Gokaslan; E Vialle

18:49–18:59 Questions and Surgery review Z Gokaslan; L Rhines

Notes
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Day 2 – Saturday, October 23, 2010

TIME AGENDA WHO

Session V: Spine Metastasis I                                                                                                                 Moderator Z Gokaslan

08:30–08:45 Decision making process for bone metastasis S Boriani

08:45–09:00 Determining instability in metastatic disease of the spine C Fisher

09:00–09:15 Evaluation of oncological instability and decision making in the cervical spine M Fehlings

09:15–09:30 Questions and discussion

Session VI: Metastasis – Case discussion                                                                                               Moderator Z Gokaslan

09:30–09:42 Case 1 L Rhines

09:42–09:54 Case 2 E Vialle

09:54–10:06 Case 3 L Vialle

10:06–10:21 Case 4 C Sola

10:21–10:26 Moderator final Take Home Message Z Gokaslan

10:26–10:46 Coffee Break

Session VII: Spine Metastasis II                                                                                                             Moderator L Rhines

10:46–11:01 Outcomes tools and cost effectiveness in treating metastasis C Fisher

11:01–11:06 Questions and discussion

11:06–11:21 Occipito-cervical Metastasis M Fehlings

11:21–11:26 Questions and discussion

11:26–11:41 Cervicothoracic Metastasis Z Gokaslan

11:41–11:46 Questions and discussion

11:46–12:01 Complications of spine tumor surgery L Rhines

12:01–12:06 Questions and discussion

12:06–12:30 Case discussion M Gruenberg; E Vialle

12:30–13:30 Lunch

Session VIII: Spine Metastasis III – Treatment discussion based on specific situations                           Moderator C Fisher

13:30–13:45 Asymptomatic finding C Fisher

13:45–14:00 Pure neurological compression M Fehlings

14:00–14:15 No diagnosis with neurological compromise C Fisher

14:15–14:30 Pure instability S Boriani

14:30–14:45 Complex reconstructive situation Z Gokaslan

14:45–15:00 Renal clear cell carcinoma, special considerations Z Gokaslan

15:00–15:20 Coffee Break

Session IX: Spine Metastasis IV                                                                                                              Moderator L Vialle

15:20–15:35 Pancoast Tumors L Rhines

15:35–15:40 Questions and discussion

15:40–15:55 Minimal invasive surgery for metastasis S Boriani

15:55–16:00 Questions and discussion

Session X: Case discussion on most common metastasis – How to study, when to operate and what to do?    Moderator L Vialle

16:00–16:20 Metastasis from ling carcinoma W Teixeira

16:20–16:40 Metastasis from breast carcinoma E Vialle

16:40–17:00 Metastasis from prostate cancer E Vialle

Notes
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Day 3 – Sunday, October 24, 2010

TIME AGENDA WHO

Session XI: Primary Bone Tumors I – Benign                                                                                          Moderator E Vialle

08:30–08:40 Osteoid Osteoma surgical and non surgical options L Vialle

08:40–08:55 Case discussion M Gruenberg

08:55–09:05 AB Cyst radiological features and treatment options S Boriani

09:05–09:20 Case discussion S Boriani

09:20–09:50 Benign tumor discussion (2 cases) M Gruenberg; E Vialle

Session XII: Primary Bone Tumors I – Malign                                                                                         Moderator E Vialle

09:50–10:05 The role of surgical margins in primary tumors of the spine S Boriani

10:05–10:20 Safety and Efficacy of en bloc resection for primary tumors Z Gokaslan

10:20–10:25 Questions and dicussion

10:25–10:55 Coffee Break

Session XIII: Primary bone tumors II & Case base treatment discussion                                                 Moderator L Rhines

10:55–11:15 Chordoma, diagnosis and treatment guidelines Z Gokaslan

11:15–11:30 Case 1 E Vialle

11:30–11:45 Case 2 M Gruenberg

11:45–12:00 Case 3 L Rhines

Session XIV: Intradural Tumors                                                                                                              Moderator L Vialle

12:00–12:15 Intradural tumors – Overview M Fehlings

12:15–12:20 Questions and discussion

12:20–12:30 Closure M Gruenberg; L Vialle

Notes
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Upcoming courses in your region

Tourism information

Sightseeing Options and Transportation

If you are interested to get to know Curitiba, please check 

your Course Folder where a specific folder with Tourism 

information is available. 

Curitiba offers a tourism bus–double deck called Tourism 

Line (Linha de Turismo in Portuguese).

Please refer to the folder for timetables and prices.

Nov 04–06, 2010 – AOSpine Advances Course: Trauma Degenerativo Cervical y Lumbar, Margarita, Venezuela

Nov 05–06, 2010 – AOSpine Cadaveric Course & 3D Anatomy, La Plata, Argentina

Nov 05–06, 2010 – AOSpine Simposio: Trauma, Bogotá, Colombia

Nov 05–06, 2010 – Seminário AOSpine de Princípios, Uberlândia, Brazil

Nov 11, 2010 – Entrenamiento de Faculties AOSLA – Centro America, San Jose, Costa Rica

Nov 12–13, 2010 – AOSpine Advances Symposium: Trauma, Degenerativo y Deformidades, San José, Costa Rica

Nov 12–13, 2010 – Seminario AOSpine: Trauma | Degenerativo, Asunción, Paraguay

Nov 19–20, 2010 – AOSpine Masters Symposium: Trauma, Cuernavaca, Mexico

Nov 20, 2010 – Seminario AOSpine: Complicaciones, Lima, Peru

Nov 27, 2010 – AOSpine Virtual Course – Modulo V: Cirugía en los pacientes de la 3era. edad, Latin America, 

Colombia



AOSpine Latin America Silva Jardim 2042 Cj 1505 80250-200 Curitiba Brasil 

T +55 (41) 3016 4491 F +55 (41) 3016 4491  aosla@aospine.org

The AOSpine community–

delivering the knowledge, 

experience, and evidence to 

improve patient care, patient 

outcomes, and ensure cost 

effective spine surgery.


